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Education Progression

Primary School 
(Level 1)

Junior 
Certificate (Level 
2-3)

Senior Cycle

- Transition Year 
(L3)

- L.C. Applied (L4)

- Leaving Cert (L4 
& L5)

Routeways

- 3rd Level 
Colleges (L7 & 8) 
– (80-85%)

-Post L.C. Course 
(L5-L6 
Certificates) (6-
8%)

- Apprenticeship 
(L6)  (5-6%)

-World of Work 
(1-5%)

You are now entering the Leaving Certificate Programme. This provides you with
access to a range of options when you graduate from Post-Primary school.
Depending on your interests and academic achievements, you choose which
routeway you wish to pursue to further your career and future goals. In G.C.C 80-
85% of our graduates pursue 3rd level qualifications



There are multiple pathways for you to 
gain the qualifications in your chosen 

area of interest



National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) 
Ireland 

The NFQ allows EU 
countries to 

compare the level of 
qualifications of its 

citizens. 



Leaving Certificate Examination Subjects 

• Students will study SEVEN examination subjects at
Leaving Certificate.

• This will be made up of THREE core subjects and FOUR
optional subjects.

• The purpose of this presentation is to help you to make
informed option subject choices



Curricular Provision – Leaving Certificate

3 X Core 
(Non-
Exam)

• Senior Cycle Physical Education (SCPE)

• Religious Education

• Guidance

3 X Core 
Subjects 
(Exam)

• Irish 

• English 

• Maths

4 X Option 
Subjects 

• Art, Music, Leaving Certificate Physical Education (LCPE), Home 
Economics, 

• French, History, Geography 

• Accounting, Business, Economics

• Biology, Physics, Chemistry

• Technology, Engineering, Construction Studies, Design and 
Communication Graphics (DCG)



Subject Selection Process
• Leaving Certificate Students for 2023-2025 are required to select 

FOUR Option Subjects in order of Priority

• Students should also select two additional subjects – 5 & 6, in case 

its not possible to accommodate one of the first four subjects. 

• Students who are passionate about studying Physical Education as 

an exam subject, should ensure to select this as your first 

preference subject. Similarly students who require a third language 

should select French as part of your top four. 

• Parents will receive a text message on 27th January to log into 

VSWare account to enter option subject choices. A further guide to 

entering options subjects on VSWare will issue with this text. 



How to Select Your Subject

1. Research your Career and further education interests

2. Identify the Course and Entry Requirements(CAO
Points etc.) needed to gain qualification.

3. Identify the Required Subjects and level of
achievement at Leaving Cert (Higher/Ordinary
grades)

4. Review each subject specification including content
and assessment requirements (e.g.
projects/practical/oral/written exams) to determine
if you will be interested and committed to studying
this subject.



Research – Your Journey to date

Guidance 
appointments

Careers Portal 
Student Profile 

Weekly Guidance Lessons have 
focused on your Personal 
Profile on 
www.careersportal.ie
• Interests, Values, 

Personality
• Using this information, you 

have begun to focus on 
careers that interest you. 

• You have also begun to 
research what courses may 
help you to achieve the 
qualifications to pursue 
your future career interests

Build on your experience and interests from Junior 
Cycle and/or Transition Year

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Research – www.careersportal.ie

Select School 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Research – www.careersportal.ie

Select Leaving Cert

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Research – www.careersportal.ie

Click on Leaving Cert Subjects 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Research – www.careersportal.ie

Click on Guide to Choosing Subjects. This will give you good advice, particularly 
about courses that require a Third Language, Science subjects and HL Maths etc. 

Please 
ensure you 

read this 
Guide first. 

http://www.careersportal.ie/



