
Research Courses – www.careersportal.ie

1. Explore a specific or general area of interest. Click on the Sector,
scroll down and 2. read about each type of career in that sector and
earning potential
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http://www.careersportal.ie/


Research Courses – www.careersportal.ie

Insert a specific or general area of interest – Select the college if you 
already know of an institution that offers a course in this area. If not, leave 
the college blank and search all of the institutions. 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Research Courses – www.careersportal.ie

Courses are listed by Title, College, Qualification level, Entry CAO points etc. 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Research Courses – www.careersportal.ie

By clicking on the course, you can review a series of options such as a 
brief summary of the course. 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


The Entry Requirements will identify the CAO points required and specific subjects 
required for entry to the course. You should make a note of these subjects and the 
achievement required – particularly for Option Subjects. 

Research Entry Requirements 
www.careersportal.ie

http://www.careersportal.ie/


CAO Points System 



Review Subjects Specifications
www.careersportal.ie

Click on Leaving Cert Subjects 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Review Subjects Specifications
www.careersportal.ie

Scroll down and 
review each of the 
Option Subjects that 
Interest You. 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Review Subjects Specifications
www.careersportal.ie

Use the Navigation Pane on the left 
hand side to review the course 
content, exam structure, career 
possibilities etc. 

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Factors to consider

• If you’re unsure where your interests lie, select a broad range of 
subjects. For Example 

• One Language, One Finance Subject, One Science

and

• One from Art/Music, Humanities & Social Science or Practical
subject. 

• All option subjects carry the SAME CAO POINTS 

• Try to BUILD ON SKILLS learned at Junior Certificate

• LIKING a subject, and being GOOD at it

• Long-term – for Third Level / Career



Progression from Post-Primary School

• 3rd Level College

• Post-Leaving Certificate College

• Solas – Skill-based training/Apprenticeship

• Specific Job-Related Training – e.g. An Garda 
Siochana, Teagasc.

• World of Work





Finally…Please Remember
The importance of picking subjects you ENJOY, 
ARE GOOD AT, and WILL SPEND TIME getting 
better at.



Next Steps

• 12 – 27 January 

– Complete your Research

– Guidance Classes for TY Groups & 3rd Years 
Progressing directly to 5th Year. 

• 27 January - Text sent to Parents to complete 
Options Selection process

• 10 February - Final date for inputting Option 
Subject Preferences 




